10th Grade Happy Fun Time Research Paper
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(aka the research paper of doom)
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For this paper, you will examine Hollywood’s portrayal of an issue or event.  Basically, you will be reviewing a movie in terms of its authenticity.  Does Rainman provide a realistic look at autism and/or Kim Peek?  Did the movie Titanic show the fateful voyage of the “unsinkable ship”?  Does Barney’s Big Movie show the real struggles of a purple dinosaur in a world of non-dinosaurs?

The movie you pick will greatly affect how your final paper turns out.  I would highly recommend picking a movie that is actually based on a real event as opposed to picking a movie that has real items in it that you can research (i.e. easier to research the events of Pearl Harbor in Pearl Harbor than the historical aspects referenced in National Treasure).  It is ultimately up to you on what movie you choose, but don’t say that I didn’t warn you.  

Your paper must be 4- 6 pages long (not including the bibliography), word processed in 12 pt. font, double-spaced, Helvetica or Times New Roman, following the MLA format of research writing.  You will also produce an outline and notecards with your research information.  The paper does not need to be (and should not be) five paragraph.  Basically, you will be discussing the general idea of your movie and then analyzing the details.  For example:
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“Although the characters of the film Titanic are fictional, Hollywood does an excellent job of capturing the accuracy of the social classes in the early 1900s, the construction of the Titanic, and the events of the ship sinking.”
Your paper should continually be moving back and forth between movie details and research, which either supports or refutes the screenwriter’s material.  Each day the paper is late it will lose one full grade level.  
SOURCES MUST INCLUDE

3 internet sources
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4 database sources (from at least two databases)

2 book/magazine/print sources

1 movie cited
***You will be required to use at least 6 of your sources in your paper
NOTECARDS

You will be required to fill out research notecards for this paper.  The notecards should be related primarily to your research.  You may write up to 10 cards on the events from your movie. 

50 notecards = A

30 notecards = D-  

Anything less than 30 notecards will get a zero for a notecard grade.
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SAY THIS TO YOURSELF 372 TIMES:

“Failure to complete this paper will cause me to fail this quarter of English.”

HOW TO PICK A MOVIE THAT WORKS FOR YOU:

Although this project opens many doors to many personal interests, picking your movie can be both challenging and rewarding.  You will be required to look up facts about 5 different movies prior to starting the research.  Although you will only choose one movie for your paper, you may find part way through this project that there isn’t enough research to adequately write the paper.  

Things to consider:

Yes, some movies are easier to research than others.  Think about how large the historical significance of your movie is.  Everyone knows about the Titanic, but few people know the real story of Erin Gruwell and her classroom (do you even know what movie this is from?).  The bigger and more well-known the event, the easier it will be for you to find resources (in most cases). 

Some of you may choose to write your paper in which the topics you cover are very broad.  For example, if you were researching Glory Road, you might research racism in the 1960s and describe whether the screenwriters did a good job of portraying this issue based on your analysis.  While you will find a lot about racism, you have to consider how well you are able to process information.  

Your Thesis:

One of the toughest parts of writing this paper is often coming up with a thesis that you can argue.  Think of giant scale to measure the accuracy.  If you write paragraphs that look at tiny details, you probably won’t convince the reader as to whether or not the movie is accurate.  This paper should convince the reader if the movie is accurate or not accurate based on the research.

The paragraphs and note taking:

A common mistake with this paper is that students often forget to tell a story with their research.  You should make the information flow.  If you don’t have a clear direction with your paper, you may need to consider whether or not you have enough information and research.  If your paragraph sounds like a list of bullet points, you may not have a broad enough topic picked to write about.  A paragraph pointing out the mistakes of the ship on the movie Titanic does not necessarily prove your thesis.  

If you are having trouble finding information, don’t be afraid to switch topics or movies.  Just be sure to leave yourself enough time to shift gears and start over.
