Growing Up Online Video Discussion Questions

Living Their Lives Essentially Online

1. What is your initial reaction to the program?

2. What characteristics of a COMPUTER make it different from other media in the home such as TV, videogames, stereo/radio, magazines books?   How do these characteristics influence how and how much it is used, who uses it, where is it placed?

3. From what you saw in the film, is Morris County, New Jersey indicative of a typical American community?  Why or why not?  Is it like our community?

4.  If you could interview one of the people featured in the documentary, what would you ask?

A Revolution In Classrooms and Social

5. What elements would you include in your definition of cheating?

6. One student claims he “never reads books” but relies on summaries and annotated notes he finds on Web sites.  He confesses that he feels guilty about this, stating “I feel like I kind of cheated it”.  Should he feel guilty?  Why or why not?

7. What are the positive and negative consequences of expecting teachers to be entertaining?

8. As shown in the program, social networking sites can be used as a way to “talk junk”, insult others or hash out conflicts.  Is fighting online a relatively safe way to express negative emotions in responding to others (without having to deal with them face to face)?  Or does online fighting do more harm than good?

9. If an online fight escalates to a physical fight and a video of the incident is placed on YouTube what function would the video play for each of the following groups?

a. The girls who were fighting

b. The person who filmed it and uploaded it

c. Other students in the school

d. Teachers and administrators at the school

e. Parents of the girls who were fighting

f. Parents of students who were in the cafeteria at the time

g. Teens who viewed the video online—but are from a different school or area (even a prospective exchange student)

h. YouTube’s advertising sales department

Self Expression, Trying On New Identities
10. Do you think you can be more authentic when you are online—can you be more who you really are, or do you think people like to be someone else and play around with their identity?

11. When you think of stuff to post on your profile, who is the main audience you’re communicating to?  Who are other potetntial audiences that might be viewing, but that you might not think of when you post things?

12. Do you think it is easier to stereotype people online than in real life?  Why or why not?    What role does popular culture have on the images and music that people decide to include on their profiles?

13. Before the Internet, you had to be a celebrity or politician to hit the mass media sources…that has changed due to online access.  What are the positive and negative consequences of blurring the line between being a celebrity and a regular person?

The Child Predator Fear, Private Worlds Outside Parents’ Reach, Cyberbullying

14. What factors play a role in whether or not a parent will be involved in monitoring teens’ online media use?  From your point of view, what forms of involvement are most useful?  Least useful?

15. What are some of the consequences parents might face if they reach out to other parents to share concerns about things they have seen on the internet about their kids or the other parent’s kids?

16. Why might someone be attracted to dangerous or unhealthy communication and Web sites with dangerous information?  Why might someone want to create such sites?

17. Teasing, lying, gossiping, threatening, spreading rumors and harassing are all forms of bullying…if these things occur online, are they perceived as less “harming”?  Do you agree or disagree with this perception.

To complete our unit on Internet Usage and Safety, please respond (agree/disagree/comment/react) to each of the following topics in a well-developed paragraph.  

1. Online is not a “separate place” teens go…it is part of their persona.  

2. If you were asked to “disconnect” (no cell phones or internet) for a period of two months, how easy or hard would it be for you and why?  

3. The video made comments such as “you’ll find what you are looking for on the internet”, “this is public life today”, “and the internet has caused a loss of open-sharing/communication in families”.  Respond to these comments in a defense to your parents of why you should be allowed privacy regarding your computer usage.  
