Lord of the Flies Symbolism

A symbol is a person, place, thing, or event that stands for itself and something beyond itself.  William Golding uses extensive symbolism in his book in order to convey his ideas about human nature and the themes he is presenting.

Brainstorm ways that Golding uses each character and object/place as a symbol for something more significant than itself.  Try to end with a single word in the right column.  The first one has been done as a model.  Note: Some symbols may have major changes throughout the book!
Symbols:  Characters
	Symbol


	What does this symbol do?
	What is this symbol like?
	What social quality might this symbol stand for?

	Ralph 

	Calls meetings; builds shelters; explores island; listens to Piggy’s advice; brings all boys together in one unified group; gives speeches
	Confident; fair; natural leader; listens to both sides; hard working; purposeful
	Power


	Piggy 


	
	
	

	Simon


	
	
	

	Symbol


	What does this symbol do?
	What is this symbol like?
	What social quality might this symbol stand for?

	Jack Merridew 


	
	
	

	Sam & Eric


	
	
	

	Roger


	
	
	

	Little’uns


	
	
	


Symbols:  Things and Places

	The Thing/Place


	How is this symbol described in the book?
Use QUOTES & PAGE NUMBERS.
	What might this symbol stand for?

	The Conch


	
	

	Specs (Glasses)


	
	

	Jack’s Knife


	
	

	The Fire


	
	

	The Beast
	
	

	The Island


	
	

	Lord of the Flies 

	
	

	The Scar


	
	

	War Paint


	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


