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Much Ado About Nothing

Study Guide
Act I

Characters: List details and relationships with the following characters:

Don Pedro:

Benedick:

Beatrice:

Claudio:

Hero:

Leonato:

Antonio:

Don John:

Scene i:

1. Who is arriving in Messina?

2. Who does Don Pedro honor?

3. Who does Beatrice ask about?  Why does she call him Signor Mountanto?

4. What does this statement by Leonato mean, “There is a kind of merry war betwixt Signor Benedick and her.  They never meet but there’s a skirmish of wit between them”?

5. Before the men arrive, Beatrice exclaims her feelings about Benedick.  What does she say?  How does she feel about him?

6. Beatrice and Benedick exchange a quick conversation of wit.  What do they jest about?

7. Claudio’s asks Benedick about someone.  Who is he interested in?

8. How does Benedick feel about Claudio being “in love” and wanting to be a husband?

9. Don Pedro enters and Benedick reveals Claudio’ s love.  How does Don Pedro react to the news?  How does this contrast with Benedick’s reaction?

10. List one thing Benedick would rather have done to him than be in love.

11. What is Claudio nervous about?

12. What is Don Pedro’s suggested solution to Claudio’s problem?

Scene ii

1. How do Antonio and Leonato know each other?

2. What did Antonio’s servant overhear?  How will this create confusion?

3. What is Leonato going to do now?  Why?

Scene iii
1. Who is Conrade?  What concern does he express to Don John?

2. What is Don John’s explanation for his foul mood?

3. Why is Conrade concerned that Don John is not looking more cheerful?  What would Don John have to gain by seeming happy?

4. Enter Borachio with news.  What has he heard?  Has he heard correctly?  

5. Why is Don John pleased with this news?  What is his evil scheme?

Act II

Scene i

1. Beatrice makes a comment about Don John.  What does she mean by having “heartburn” after seeing Don John?

2. The perfect man, according to Beatrice is someone who is……

3. Leonato comments on Beatrice’s sharp wit and how it affects her love life.  What does he say?

4. Why will Beatrice be happy in heaven?

5. Beatrice refers to courting and marriage as a three-prong process.  What are the three parts, and what are they like?

6. Why is the setting of a masquerade appropriate for such a mix-up?

7. While Don Pedro (pretending to be Claudio) are talking, the plot moves to Balthasar and Margaret.  Who are these two characters in relationship to the main characters?

8. Beatrice and Benedick are dancing, but are unaware of each other’s identities.  Beatrice comments on what type of person she believes Benedick to be.  What does she say?

9. Don John then tells a lie to “Benedick” (who is really Claudio) to start messing up the “love matches”.  What does he tell “Benedick”?  How will this create confusion?

10. Benedick comes in to relay the good news about Don Pedro courting Hero for Claudio.  Why would this upset Claudio so much that he storms off?

11. When Beatrice speaks with Don Pedro, we learn of a small history between Beatrice and Benedick.  Describe what you know based on her comments.

12. Don Pedro reports to Claudio his conversations with Hero.  What is the good news for Claudio and Hero?  Who supports this arrangement?

13. Who offers himself to Beatrice as a husband?  Why won’t she accept his offer?

14. At the end of the scene, Don Pedro has a secret mission.  What is his mission?

Scene ii

1. What is Don John’s mission in this scene?  Who will help him?

2. What is Borachio’s connection to Hero?

3. Summarize the plan to deceive Claudio into thinking that Hero has been mistaken and is cheating on him.

Scene iii 
1. This scene opens with Benedick talking to himself in the garden about love.  What does he talk himself into believing?

2. The schemers (Claudio, Don Pedro, and Leonato) enter the garden and request a love song.  Then they start to trick Benedick.  They know he’s in the garden and want him to overhear them talking.  What do they gossip about?

3. After hearing of Beatrice’s passion, what does Benedick decide to do?

4. Then who comes to call Benedick to dinner? What does he think this is a sign of?

Act III

Scene i
1. Hero is also in on the trick on Beatrice and Benedick.  What is she planning for Beatrice to overhear?

2. Hero spends time talking about Benedick.  In the scheme, what will she suggest to Benedick regarding his feelings toward Beatrice?

3. What does this line mean, “Some Cupid kills with arrows, some with traps”?

Scene ii
1. What are the men teasing Benedick about in the beginning of this scene?

2. What is Benedick’s new view on life?

3. What does Don John tell Claudio and Don Pedro after Leonato and Benedick exit?

4. Do Claudio and Don Pedro take Don John’s word for it, or do they need proof?  What happens if Don John is right—what will Claudio and Don Pedro do?

Scene iii
1. What/Who is “the watch”?

2. What is your general impression of these “watchmen”?  Are they reliable?  What are some of their duties?

3. Borachio and Conrade enter the scene.  Borachio is bragging about Margaret and pulling off the prank to ruin Claudio and Hero’s wedding.  Who overhears them?

4. How does this scene end?

Scene iv
1. Who does Hero request Ursula retrieve?

2. While arguing about what to wear on her wedding day with Margaret, Hero has a premonition that something bad is about to happen.  Quote the line that tells you so.

3. Margaret, in a good mood because it’s wedding day, starts to tease Beatrice.  What does she tease her about?

Scene v

1. Dogberry and Verges catch up with Leonato.  What are they trying to tell him?

2. Why is running into these two right before the wedding inconvenient?

Act IV

Scene i

1. It’s wedding day!  Why is Claudio upset?  Does he consent to the marriage?

2. Leonato responds with this quote, “Hath no man’s dagger here a point for me?”  What does this mean?  How is Leonato reacting to Claudio’s accusation?

3. What does it mean when they say that Hero “swoons”?

4. Which of the men leave Hero to wallow in her own self-pity?

5. Which one stays?

6. Bickering occurs between the characters.  Then, the voice of reason, the friar, offers his input.  What does he believe?  Why?  What clues help his theory?

7. Benedick then is suspicious of who may be the source of such a deceitful crime.  Who does he accuse?

8. The friar devises a plan.  What is Leonato’s job?  What may transpire as a result of Leonato’s announcement?

9. Beatrice and Benedick are now left alone and Benedick has a confession.  What does he confess to Beatrice?

10. How does Beatrice react?  What was she going to confess to Benedick?

11. At the end of the scene, Benedick is forced to choose a side—Claudio or Beatrice.  Whom does he choose?

Scene ii
1. The scene opens with Dogberry and Verges and their prisoners?  Who do they have in custody?

2. What is the confession of the prisoners?

3. What does Dogberry decide to do with these prisoners?  Where will they be taken?

4. What does Dogberry wish was written?

Act V

Scene i

1. Summarize Leonato’s state at the beginning of this act?  Who is trying to cheer him up?

2. What does Leonato accuse Claudio of?

3. Who makes a sincere apology to Leonato?  What does this say about this character?

4. Benedick enters and claims to be looking for Don Pedro and Claudio.  Why is he looking for them?

5. Claudio and Don Pedro are suspicious of Benedick’s challenges and actions.  What do they suspect is the source of his new attitude?

6. Who then enters the scene?  What is then revealed to our heros?

7. Why is Claudio particularly upset?  What does this mean about Hero’s “death”?

8. What is the sentence that Claudio must fulfill in order to satisfy Leonato’s revenge?

9. Who will now the character(s) that will be fooled on the next wedding day?

Scene ii
1. What is Benedick attempting to do at the beginning of this scene?

2. Benedick confesses to Beatrice that he has chosen a side of the argument.  With whom did he choose?

3. Both are “ill”.  What are they “ill” with?

Scene iii

1. Claudio is fulfilling the first part of his punishment.  What is he doing?  What does he vow to do every year on this day?

Scene iv

1. How will Leonato and company trick Claudio into not knowing that he will be marrying Hero?

2. Why is Benedick relieved?

3. What does Benedick need help doing on this wedding day?

4. The wedding then begins.  What must Claudio do before his bride’s face will be revealed?

5. Benedick then calls for Beatrice.  What do the two discover as they discuss their love for each other?

6. Who are the two couples that marry this day?

7. Who has been arrested at the end of the scene?

8. What is happening at the very end of the play?

