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The Flight That Fought Back

“Get out of here! Get out of here!” (United 93). The passengers of Flight United 93 fought back against the four terrorists that hijacked the plane in less than an hour after take off on the morning of September 11, 2001. As depicted in the movie “United 93”, the day seemed perfect; however, that soon changed. After a while, what was thought to be only one plane hijacking turned into four. All of the planes were supposed to hit targets within the United States. Two of the planes hit the World Trade Center, and one plane hit the Pentagon. United 93 was the only plane that was able to fight back. United 93 crashed during the struggle between passengers and hijackers (“September 11, 2001”). The crash killed everyone on board the flight, including the four hijackers. Nobody could see what was coming on that tragic day because it all happened so fast. For some time, many people didn’t know what to believe. The movie “United 93” helps show some of the true events that went on during the brief flight that was doomed on September 11. Hollywood did a great job showing what exactly happened on that day. 

It started out as a normal day. The sky was sunny and the weather was warm. Everything seemed normal as people got on the American Airline planes that day. What nobody saw coming was what the nineteen terrorists had planned after they got through the security systems. These terrorists hijacked four American air flights and planned to crash them into three different landmarks. Three of these planes were crashed into targets in New York City and Washington, D.C (Jandrowitz, James and Spaulding, Jay L.). Out of the four planes, only one didn’t hit its target. This plane was United 93. Flight United 93 crashed while the passengers were trying to get the control of the plane back. They did this by trying to over power the terrorists. The movie is about the act of courage and heroism of the passengers on the flight (Fletcher, Haulley). They took over the plane and died to save other peoples’ lives. 

It took the terrorists a lot of planning to make everything work out perfectly. Followers of Osama Bin Laden planned and executed the hijackings (Tatum, Wilbert A.). There were nineteen hijackers total, five on each of the first three planes and four on the last (“September 11, 2001”). In the movie, there are only four hijackers on United 93, and five on all of the other flights. All of the terrorists get through the security systems without any problems. All of them were armed with box cutters (“September 11, 2001”). The terrorists had to do a lot of planning and thinking to make everything work out perfectly. It took them about 4 years to plan the attacks against the United States. The passengers on United 93 had a big part in everything that happened on September 11. They were on a New York to San Francisco flight, with only 39 passengers on the flight (Mayor Rudolph W. Guiliani). In the movie, the plane isn’t a full flight. 

The passengers on the flight were calling their family members and telling them about the hijacking (Fletcher, Haulley). As depicted in the movie, the whole time during the hijacking the passengers called their family members. They also got ready to attack the hijackers. They boiled water and got anything sharp they could find to use against them. At 9:50 a.m. a passenger called her husband and told him they were in the rear galley, filling pitchers of hot water to use against the hijackers [“United 93 (2006)”]. The passengers knew that their plane was supposed to hit the State Capital so they tried to do whatever they could to prevent it. They were determined to take the control of the plane back into their own hands. 

On United 93, one of the terrorists supposedly had a bomb stuck to his stomach. Cell phone calls from passengers were recorded saying that one of the hijackers had a bomb [“United 93 (2006)”]. In the movie, a terrorist goes into the bathroom on the airplane and puts a bomb together. He straps it around his stomach. One of the passengers tries to rip the bomb off of the terrorist and it comes right off. The bomb that the terrorist made wasn’t real (United 93). It would be impossible to get a working bomb onto a plane, so there’s no way the bomb could have been real. 

United 93’s target was the State Capital, but it didn’t hit it. It crashed while the passengers were trying to overtake the terrorists. The plane crashed in Shanksville, in a Pennsylvania field (Smith, Sean). The movie shows United 93 crashing while the terrorists are fighting back. There was a crater about 40 feet deep where the plane had crashed (Fletcher, Haulley). If the passengers never tried to overtake the terrorists, there would have been a larger number of people killed on September 11. 

Even though the movie is mainly about United 93, it also talks about the other three flights that were hijacked. American 11 was the first airplane hijacked (United 93). It hit the north tower of the World Trade Center at 8:48 a.m. (Enver, Masud). As depicted in the movie, the plane had five hijackers on it. Since it was the first plane to be hijacked, it was the plane that started everything. 

The second plane that was hijacked was United 175. At 9:06 the plane crashed into the south tower of the World Trade Center (United 93). In the movie, this plane also has five hijackers on it. Shortly after the two planes crashed into the world trade center the towers collapsed (Jandrowitz, James and Spaulding, Jay L.). Many people died in the crashes, including everybody on the planes. The world trade center was the first landmark hit. Nobody was able to see the next one coming. 

The last plane to hit a landmark was American 77. Shortly after the crashes at the world trade center, American 77 crashed into the west side of the Pentagon (“Remembering 9/11”). In the movie, American 77 is the third plane that has five hijackers on it. It is the third plane hijacking, and the third that crashes into a landmark. The plane crashed into the Pentagon with a huge explosion (United 93). This scene was shown the best way it could be shown. All of the facts seem to match up, and the scene seems realistic. 

In less than one and a half hours three American landmarks had been hit (Holetzky, Sherry). Nobody on all four of the planes survived. There were more than 3,000 human beings that died on the terrorist attack that day (Tatum, Wilbert A.). What happened was horrible, and nobody could see it coming. The day of September 11 went from being a beautiful day, to a horrific one. 

What happened on September 11 was something nobody could have imagined. Although almost everything that happened that day was horrible, there was one good thing about it. There may have been a large amount of deaths, but at least there was courage and bravery from the passengers of flight United 93. Some people question whether what happened on United 93 was true or not. Many people thought that the plane was shot down. There is no substantial evidence that United 93 was shot down [“United 93 2006)”]. 

Military commanders were not notified that United 93 had been 

hijacked until four minutes after it had crashed. The nearest fighter 

jets were 100 miles away from the plane when it had crashed. At 

10:18, the president authorized the military to engage hijacked 

aircrafts. Fearing an accidental shoot down, military commanders 

chose not to pass the order to pilots in the air (United 93).

The passengers did everything in their power to make sure the plane didn‘t hit its target. The plane was not shot down. People can question it all they want, but what happened was real. All of the events shown in the movie are true. Hollywood did a great job showing people what really happened on September 11, 2001.

