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Schindler’s Paper

“The list is an absolute good.  The list of life.” Itzhak Stern said these words when he was done typing the list of names of the Jews who were chosen to work at Oskar Schindler’s ammo factory during WWII in Schindler’s hometown of Zwittau Brinnlitz, Czechoslovakia.  By sending over a thousand Jews to his factory, Schindler saved many lives and generations of people.  The movie Schindler’s List depicts an accurate portrayal of how Oskar Schindler saved many Jews from the Plaszow Concentration Camp in Poland.  The movie also shows the treatment of the Polish Jews and other Jews during their imprisonment in Plaszow and how the gruesome S.S. officer Amon Goeth treated them.  Oskar Schindler was an unlikely hero who risked his life saving Jews from the Plaszow Concentration Camp.  Steven Spielberg the director of Schindler’s List did a great job portraying Oskar Schindler and his many struggles to save the Jews.

The movie Schindler’s List was released on December 15, 1993 and was awarded seven Oscars.  With director Steven Spielberg and writers Thomas Keneally (book) and Steven Zaillian (screenplay) the film Schindler’s List rocketed to the number one popularity position in cinema, across the United States (Schindler Revisited).  In the beginning of the movie, Oskar Schindler (played by Liam Neeson) uses Polish Jews from the Krakow Ghetto as slave labors to make enamelware for the German Army.  Schindler’s accountant Itzhak Stern (played by Ben Kingsley) plays an important role in this process of hiring Jews as workers by paying them very little for the amount of work they do.  After the Nazis removed the Krakow Ghetto the Jews were then sent to the Plaszow Concentration Camp, commanded by the S.S. officer Amon Goeth (played by Ralph Fiennes).  After Schindler befriends Amon Goeth he finds out about the “Final Solution” and changes his motives from trying to get rich by keeping cheap under paid Jews, into actually trying to save the Jews.  Schindler being at risk for his own life and treason against the Nazis bribes Amon Goeth by spending his entire fortune that he has made from the Jews by buying each Jew at a reasonable price.  Schindler was successful and sent all of his Jews to his new ammunition factory in Zwittau Brinnlitz, Czechoslovakia.  For seven months Schindler’s ammunition factory was fully operational; Schindler’s Brinnlitz ammunition factory was a model of non-production (Schindler’s List).  During the seven months Schindler spent millions of dollars to sustain his workers and bribe Nazi officers (Schindler’s List).  As time went by in Czechoslovakia, the war ended in Europe and the Jews were now saved.  Oskar Schindler, being a member of the Nazi party had to leave with his wife Emilie Schindler (played by Caroline Goodall).  He saved many important lives and was given a golden ring by the Jews that he saved that said, “Whoever saves one life saves the world entire” (Schindler’s List Dir.).

Liam Neeson did an excellent job portraying Oskar Schindler’s characteristics in the movie Schindler’s List.  Research says Schindler was a heavy drinker, adulterer, liar, and a smuggler (Schag).  He was also said to have drank cognac like water (Keneally).  In the movie, Schindler is seen constantly with an alcoholic beverage; he is also seen with multiple women throughout the movie.  Schindler joined the Nazi party to make important contacts so he could become wealthy (Altman).  In the beginning of the movie Schindler walks into a party with Nazi high ranked officers that he soon befriends.  Schindler also uses these friends so he can afford cheap underpaid Jews to work in his factory.  In the summer of 1942 Schindler witnesses thousands of Jews packed into cattle cars and shipped to death camps; he then has a change of heart about the Nazis when he finds out about their motives from the S.S. officer Amon Goeth (Altman).  The movie shows a great description of this as Schindler walks in to the Plaszow Concentration Camp unexpectedly to talk to Amon Goeth.  While Schindler is talking to Amon he realizes that the Jews in the cattle cars are extremely hot and thirsty; with his compassion for the Jews Schindler waters down the cattle cars giving the Jews what they need most.  Thinking that Schindler is taunting the Jews by pretending to give them hope before the Jews are sent to their graves the S.S. officers are foolishly tricked as Schindler kindly gives them water.  More and more evidence concludes that Schindler’s last request was to be buried in the Catholic cemetery on Mount Zion in Jerusalem (Loshitzky).  At the end of the movie Steven Spielberg displays the actors who portrayed the Jews accompanied by the Jews that were actually there putting rocks on Schindler’s grave in Jerusalem.  Evidence concludes that Liam Neeson did an excellent job playing Oskar Schindler in the movie.

Ralph Fiennes is another great actor who portrayed Amon Goeth’s characteristics in the movie Schindler’s List.  Research tells that Amon Goeth is responsible for the killing of about 8,000 Jews at the Plaszow Concentration Camp (Loshitzky).  Multiple times in the movie Amon Goeth is repeatedly shooting or ordering his officers to shoot the Jews for no reason.  Amon had a maid named Helen at the house were he stayed located near the Plaszow Concentration Camp.  He was sexually attracted to her but the Nazi laws forbade him to engage sexual actions with her since she was not Aryan (Aryan: meaning that she was not from the perfect race) (Amon).  The movie also displays Amon’s struggles with this as he tries to be sexually active with her.  Fortunately for Helen he holds back and does not rape her, but violently beats her knocking all of his frustration onto her.  The movie shows Amon shooting Jews from the top of his house using his sniper rifle.  In Amon Goeth’s trial, Amon was convicted of shooting prisoners from the balcony of his house near the camp (Amon).  Amon Goeth was hung on September 13th, 1946 not too far away from Plaszow (Amon).  In a scene towards the end of the movie Steven Spielberg reveals Amon Goeth being hung for his crimes that he committed during the war.  Evidence proves that Ralph Fiennes did a fantastic job portraying Amon Goeth in the movie.

The camp shown in Spielberg’s film Schindler’s List is the exact description of the Plaszow Concentration Camp.  Life for the inmates in Plaszow was usually short and miserable (Plaszow).  Often in the movie Jews were being killed by Germans for no reason, Spielberg did a great job portraying this by displaying the Germans shooting the Jews.  Before the Jews were sent to Plaszow they lived in the Krakow Ghetto.  Nazi rioters pulled Jews from the Ghetto destroying their personal belongings and beating some of them senseless, in the campaign of violence (Chu).  Also in the movie Spielberg reveals Jews being forced from their homes and loaded onto trucks sent to Plaszow.  The Jews that were not cooperative were usually beat to death or shot on the spot.  At the location of the Plaszow Concentration Camp there were eleven mass graves containing an estimated nine thousands Jews (Plaszow).  In the movie Amon Goeth is ordered to dig up these graves.  He is also ordered to burn the remains of the dead Jews covering up evidence of the “Final Solution.” The conditions of life in the camp were dreadful and were made more dreadful by the S.S. officer Amon Goeth (Plaszow).  In the movie Itzhak Stern tells Schindler that some of the Jews had lice.  Steven Spielberg illustrates the camp as a complete mess with instructional foundations that are also very small. 

As Russian forces moved further and further Westward, Germans began the systematic evacuation of the concentration camps in their path.  The Jews of these concentration camps were then sent to Auschwitz, others Westward to Mauthausen and Flossenburg.  On January 18th, 1945, the Plaszow Concentration Camp was evacuated by death marches, during which thousands of prisoners died from starvation, disease, or were shot if they were too weak to walk (Plaszow). 

In the movie Amon Goeth tells Schindler that he has to shut down his camp.  Research shows a great amount of comparison between the movie and the lives of the Jews living in Plaszow.

Loshitzky said that Schindler’s List was one of the most serious, accurate, and compelling non-documentary accounts of the Holocaust (Loshitzky).  The movie Schindler’s List illustrates the accuracy that was portrayed by Oskar Schindler, Amon Goeth, and the life of the Jews living in the Plaszow Concentration Camp in Poland during World War II.  Oskar Schindler was truly a remarkable man who showed an uncommon trait of love and compassion in a dark time in history.  Although he never felt like he did enough, to those he saved it meant the world entire to them.
